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experts of the League of Nations were not slow to point
out grave disparities between the true financial situation
and that advertised by the wily Salazar. There is no need
to fill these pages with statistics, but let it suffice to record
here that, whereas Salazar's Budget for 1934-35 claimed a
surplus of 1,504 contos (that is, about .£15,000), the League
of Nations experts assessed a deficit of 280,000 contos (or
.£2,800,000) ! The disparity was even greater in previous
years.
Under the dictatorship of this man, Portugal has suffered
misery. Living went up by forty per cent. ; education
was neglected, and social services were negligible. The
Jesuits, who had been banished from the Republic on its
creation in 1910, were able to come back and comfortably
reassert their old influence. The priestly class everywhere
was re-established. The aspect of the Fascist regime in
Portugal, about which least is known abroad, is the internal
espionage system, which, in that little country, costs one
million pounds compared with the annual .£250,000 or so
deemed necessary for the whole Secret Service of the
British Empire. Another very unsavoury aspect of it all
is the establishment of a political Inquisition, which works
sub rosa in penal establishments. Here political prisoners
are tortured in a manner which in some respects is more
abominable than that which prevailed during the Inquisition
of the Holy Catholic Church. The present writer has no
desire to make the flesh of his readers creep by recounting
the Star Chamber methods employed by that devout
Catholic, Salazar. As reported* by those who suffered, they
include thumbscrews, burning the soles of the feet, squeez-
ing the head in book-presses, hanging by wrists and ankles,
nude imprisonment in temperatures below zero, and walking
* See the article in Time and Tide (Sept. 12, 1936) by H. G. Dobby.

